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Ation of ar ™Al conditions . a rather sharp outline of weakness in party

An e daand
fontrol over the Baltic countryside emerges rom recently published reports.

g The Baltic Commuuist parties have emphasized as two of their most urgent
the promotion of agricu‘turally rrained and politically reliable people
ro leading posts 10 kel khozes and the carrying out of intensive mass-agitation
wark Lo incadcate the kolkhoz workers w1ith the proper socialist attitude The
+hortage of rural Communists and the resistance on the part of the broad masses
~f the rural population ®0 the official program in the countryside would seem
w7z Ve av once the majoy cause ot the great stress placed on these tasks And

taske

the major obatasle ro thely eazy fulfillment

_-?_ui_'_ﬂi_‘ﬁ\zzszszaumr_\liLg

+ 1a tne Bignth Plemm af he T ¥Eiu) of Latvia (23 - b April
1n rerrurting party mouiers. ¥a B Kalnberzin, secretary

atvia, rriticreed 1omal party organizatlons for failing %o
mpbers of the rural in-

TrohLE rAper
Cph oer shorblomy
¥ OKPin) of
to the party leadltg kolknoz and MIS workers and N
pliigenhsia Emphas1z1ng the need for the party to strengthen its tiles with
sie wroad masses of the population, Kalnberzin peinted out that of the more
rpar 25 .000 rev members taken in%o the party duriag the past 6 vears, cnly 10
perTent Were kolkhozn workers Surveying the over-all party situation. ¥ P
servarary of the Party ~cilegium under the ek KP(p) of Latvia. "called
ention of the plerum O tpe fact that 1n 1m3dy party organizations there
have heern 1nshtances of young Commurists 105108 conbact Wwith the party. This
restifies to the poor selection [of peoplg7 for admission into the party and to
the iack of necesszary +raining of youog Communlsts "(7) The general shortage
of party members for work im Latvian kolkhozes speciflcally was indicated more
recently by the fact that there were only 800 xolkhoz primary party organlza-
rion: avd candidate groups for the republic's 1.535 kolkhozes (4)

e

‘n Lithuania, also. rhe number of primary party organizations is evidently

jow 1ir relation to the cumber of kolkhozes A Snechkus stated cn 17 May 1951

that party organizations 1D the country are otill small in pumber "(8) The .
shortage Of rural Communists 13 implic1t 1o Snechkus' statement in the same ar- A
t1cle that 500 Communists had been sent from the cities for work in the country-

sade

Toe shortage Of party members is probably most acute, however. in the Es-
ropian countryside. 8s evidenced by the statement that there are only 82 pri-
mary party organizations and 4l party-Komsomol apd candidate groups in Estonia's
1 163 kolkhozes {6} This indicates that almost 90 percent of the Bstonien kol-
Khozes have no primary party organizations fo remedy this situation. the Sec-
ond Plenum of wue TsK KP{b) of Estonia (23 Junme 1951) directed rayon party com-
mittees Lo pay "particular attention to creating kolkhoz primary organizations
and parby~cand1date and party‘Komsomol groups by sending city Communists to
work in kolkhozes and by improviog work on bringing into the party the best .
xolkhoz, MIS, and sovkhoz workers "(g) Over-all Communist party membership
in the Estonian SSR has been estimated at 0 5 to 2 percent of the total popu-

1ation 5)

Low party membership in the Baltic countryside has led to increased empha-
z15 on the nonparty aktiv, Komsomols, and women for carrying out the political
and economic prograu A report that there are primary party organizations,
parby-:andidate, and party»Komsomol groups in only about half of Latvia's kol-
¥hozes pointed out at the same time that primary Komsomol organizations had

peeu set up in 95 percent of the kolkhozes . () Work with women and Komsomol

groups was urged upon local party organizations by the Sixth Congress of the

i KPib) of Eetonia.t9) Snechkus. on ceveral occasions, jpaicated the reliance
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of rbe KPIB) of Lithuania ow the nopparty aktiv and women's groups (1, 8), and
4 Kvashko secretary of (e Shnencherskiy Rayon Party Committee, Lithuania,
pointed out the concerted attempt of the party to use the services of the rural
1oteliigentsia aud to dravw 1ts members-into the partyn(lo) Further evidence

of the party's rellance on porparty people may be found in the fact that in
Latvia 24,000 ponparty people, as compared with 3,70 Communists, were enrolled
in political schools of tha party education system. in the 1950 - 1951 school

year {1}

Popular Pesistancs wo the (LY 1] Program

A magor political Shake -up was updertaken 1n Fstonia in spring 1950, aimed
at ridding that republic of Truleks .t tourgaois nationalists," and other "hos-
Cile wlements il vepn o ons of this ghaks up Wers felt in Latvia and
Lirnuanlsa Beports i the prest i the spring ard carly summer of 1951 indi-
: heowevar . that of vro2ll Lhree Baltic rapablics to the Soviet pro-

grom o 1s 4 oMt LLUING e st oparty Ton ST0

Seecnhus  has on severat Gouoislons referred to the continued presence of
"rulaks" and "houTgeois cationaiists” in Lithuaniat kolkhozes  In May he wrote:
"“Extreme political vigulance ic required of rural Communists. I refer to not
rermittiog the ipfiltration of kolkheres Ly kulaks and of getting rid ouce and
for all of kulalk and other Nestele ~lements which have somehow 1nsinuated them-

R . ym velwozes 8 see also Source 1) The
gecond Pleoum of the TsK KP{b' «r Estonia decreed that local party and soviet
organizations must "dee isively purge kolkhoz managerial staffs of kulaks and
otker politically unreliable plements ":9) The Eighth Plenunm of the TsK KP(b)
of Latvia was teld that "suspicious, hostils, politically doubtful, and allen-
class" elements had on occasion penstrated into the party 1tself . (T)

seives even 1000 managsrial g

the ofiicial kolkhoz program Ou the part of rank-
and-file kolkhoz workers 13 attested to by frequent press references tn their
attempts to ephance their paraoral interssts at the expense of the communal
econopy The party contipues 15 wtress the need to train ¥olkhoz workers in
the spirit of a socialist ettituds toward work and on bringing them to an
understanding of the "correct' union of personal and collectuive interests.(1,
7. 9V Tpe lack of enthusiasm, o &ven the hestility, of the Baltic population
toward the parfy may also be inferred from the low party membership and the
continuing drive for more menbers from among the kolkhoz workers and rural 1in-

teiligentsia

The lack of sympathy ror

Consolidation of kolkhozes does not seem, in its first year, to have
palpably improved party control in the Baltic countryside. The reorganization
of the administrative and economic operablons of kolkhozes which consolidetion
imposes IAY &Ven have added other difficulties to party work on kolkhozes. At
a meeting of the party aktiv of V1l yandiskiy Rayon, Estonian SSR, for example,
the chairman of & consolidated kolkhoz told how his kolkhoz had waited in vain
for direction in puttivg consolidation into practical effect and drawing up &
nevw production plan for the spring sowing. The kolkhoz chairman concluded his
criticism of the rayon party and soviet organizations by saying: "But the kol-
xhoz workers received no help and the sowing had to be carried out in the old
way -- each emall artel by itself -- and the consolidation of the kolkhoz has
for all practical purposes not been completed up to the presentu"(IE) The ex-
tent to which this experience is common to other kolkhozes in the Baltic re-
publics cannot be ascertained, but it may not be without significance that
the constant references in the rest of the Soviet press to the many ways in
vhich party work has been facilitated by consolidation are rarely encountered

in the press of the Baltic republics
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Anobies: acpi. o own e - Ansolidation movement is the determination of Lat-
vian party and goverv ent offizials to press tforvard the resettlement of kol-
¥noz workevs in large, unified kolkhoz centers {agro-cities or koikhoz settle-
menra)  Afrer the publication 1in Pravda, 4 March 1951, of the detailed propo-
cale of Khrushcbev, cecratary of the TzK VKP{b), for the rev settlzments, dis-
cussion of this toplc was conapilcuously dropped from the press, except for the
yppearante of sharp attacks apainst ressttloment by the secretaries of the party
of Armenia (13) ard Azerbaydzhan f14) These attacks {ndicated
+o the plat to build wwo- or three-family units and tc re-
se of the mduridual ploy atlotments OF +to move part of these plots
tevond the e aetrtl e publization Af these reports, together with
t.he orherwise anbrakan s ilence of the Soviet prass 0N vhe gquestion of resettle-
sesmed to imply that the party and government had decided to suspend the
porarily at least 1n Latvia, however, heads of
royen booviet axerutive nittees. thiel of rayot sections of agricultural and
ke lkhoo corstruction. sepetruc tlon techniflans . 1aaders of kolkhoz construction
hrgades. kolkpor (harmsn. and representativas of republic ministries and in-
ctytutes of the A-ademy of Hristoes Latvian SSH artended a republic conference
1r Tune devored ne gue tions of construstion it kolkhozes  There, the indivi-
dual farmstead Ikhutor) system was ad judged "ove of the serious obstacles to
tne further development of kolkbozes," and resettlemsnt called an "jmportant,
urgent measure in the orsanizational and .copomic consolidation of kolkhozes
ntiruaticn during the spring sowing ason of the resettlement »ich many
Lpdertaken in the win.er «was sharply criticized  The con-
jtted in the past

=AY

cenoral commitres
k gopular opposition

Ayne the <

T

ment.

Nament movenett, tem

yous in Lavvla had
farance stated. howaver. that one of the "serious errors’ comm
was the reduction of 1ndividual 1land plots by one nalf 115)

on reseftlement in Latvia, howaver. would seem to be a local

The emphasls
n the official over-all party line on

phenomenon rather than ancther change 1
cnraolidation  The dererminatiou to continue resettlement in Latvia on an in-
naive 3ale sesms 11ke ap extlreme measure. motivated possibly by the con-

viction tpat only by & thorouih overhaul of the Latvian countryside could party
stablizhed

cantrol be affestively and afficiently #
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i Vi) nyas. Sovetskaya Litva, Apr S1
s wailin. Sovetskaya Estoniya, 12 Apr 51
2

u

Teid . 15 Apr 51
Riga. Soverskaya Latviya. 6 Jun 51

5 Zurich. Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 30 Jun 51 3
¢ Sovehskaya Estoniya. 18 ppr 51 g
- 7 Bovatskaya Latviya. 28 Apr 51

8  Moscouw. Pravda, 17 May 51 50X1-HUM

9 Sovetskays Estonlya, 2u Jun 51

10 Sovet:kaya Litva. 21 Jun 51

11 Sovetskeya Estonlya. 27 Apr 50
| 12 Sovetskayn Estoniya. g Tun SL
R 13 Yerevan. Kemmunist, 21 Mar 51

14 Baku Bakinskly Rabochiy. 26 May 51

15 Sovetskaya Latviya, 13 Jun 51

-END_

~

B N B .l B
A

—s PSP Copy for F 20 2 ‘ A ]
itized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700010249-3 . .



